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How Do We Make Women
Co-Builders of Digital 

Economies?



Webinar Objectives

In this webinar we will:
• Introduce UNCDF’s Gender & Inclusive Digital Economies approach
• Meet experts in the field on Women’s economic Empowerment
• Learn about strategies to engage and address “gatekeepers” to gender equality 

and women’s economic empowerment in developing countries
• Learn about strategies to increase women’s participation in leadership roles 

and the labour force within the Digital Economy



Agenda

1. Introduction
2. Meet the Panel
3. Live Poll – Main challenges for digital/financial autonomy?

4. Discussion with the Panel
5. Live Poll – Why are women not viewed as viable customers?
6. Lightening Feedback from Session Participants
7. Closing



Introduction to UN Capital Development 
Fund



About UNCDF
With its capital mandate and instruments, UNCDF offers
“last mile” finance models that unlock public and private
resources, especially at the domestic level, to reduce
poverty and support local economic development.

By strengthening how finance works for poor people at
the household, small enterprise, and local infrastructure
levels, UNCDF contributes to SDG 1 on eradicating poverty
and SDG 17 on the means of implementation. By
identifying those market segments where innovative
financing models can have transformational impact in
helping to reach the last mile and address exclusion and
inequalities of access, UNCDF contributes to a number of
different SDGs.



Inclusive Digital Economies Vision



Goal: Inclusive Digital Economy & Gender Equality

An inclusive digital economy that reduces poverty, 

increases resilience and improves economic 

opportunities for women and girls



Women and Girl’s Life Cycle needs – financial and 
non-financial



Empowering Women as the Co-Builders of 
Inclusive Digital Economies

How we’re going to do it



1. Decrease the gender digital divide

Increase the number of women 
and girls that own a phone, can 
access/use the internet, and 
have the capability and 
autonomy to use it to empower 
their lives. 



2. Solve problems for women with digital & financial products

Increase the number of 
affordable digital and financial 
products that address the needs 
and challenges of diverse 
segments of women. 



3. Lower barriers for women SMEs via technology

Leverage technology to 
increase access to finance and 
formalization women-owned 
or managed small to medium 
enterprises (SME).  



4. Increase women’s autonomy via policy incentives & data

Support policymakers to use 
incentives and sex-
disaggregated data to 
increase women’s digital and 
financial autonomy. 



5. Co-create a gender inclusive digital economy leadership & labour 
force

Create natural “coalitions of 
the willing” between public 
and private sector actors to 
increase the number of 
women in the workforce and 
leadership positions within 
Digital Economy Ecosystems. 



Gender Equality & Inclusive 

Digital Economy Playbook 



UNCDF IDE & Gender: What is the “Playbook”

Identifying market constraints for gender equality and women’s economic 
empowerment within each of the workstreams

Identifying interventions that can address market constraints individually or jointly 
with other interventions. Each intervention is categorized within “functions”

Cheat Sheets:
• What does agency mean?
• A women and girl’s lifecycle
• Drivers of women’s digital and financial inclusion

The “Playbook” is a living document with indicative market constraints and corresponding interventions 
categorized by IDE workstream which can be used to inform UNCDF’s approach.



Intervention Typology

Function Intervention Typology

Diagnose           
(Diagnostics & Research) 

• Learning agenda
• Private sector business case
• Country assessments 

Do                               
(Technical Assistance) 

• Technical assistance to FSPs & other private sector players 
• Technical assistance to government & civil society 
• Internal capacity building 

Do                               
(Innovation Funding) 

• Grant funding for expanding access & agency for financial inclusion
• Blended finance to develop & scale innovate approaches to strengthen participation 

Do                              
(Convening)

• Peer learning & dialogue in financial inclusion spaces
• Dialogue, agenda setting & peer learning in financial inclusion
• Facilitating national level financial & non-financial service provider partnerships

Advocacy
• Contribution to policy & regulatory reform 
• Business case to FSPs
• Internal & joint advocacy Campaigns



Crowdsourcing Wisdom

There are “Gatekeepers” on every level of a digital economy. 

How do we engage them to ensure that women are co-

builders of Inclusive Digital Economies in Least Developed 

Countries?

Examples of  potential ”gatekeepers”
• Family members
• Community-level gatekeepers
• Service providers who create products that aren’t friendly to women
• Regulators who create KYC requirements that exclude women



Questions and Answers



Thank You!

www.uncdf.org

nandini.harihareswara@uncdf.org
giulia.zaratti@uncdf.org
rose.payne@uncdf.org

http://www.uncdf.org/
mailto:nandini.Harihareswara@uncdf.org

